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DCFS Advisory Boards & Councils 2026 

 
Child Welfare Advisory Committee (CWAC) – 30 Members 

 
 
DCFS STAFF LIAISON 
 
Gabriela Reyes 
Term Servings: N/A 
Start Date: 7/2025 
End Date: N/A 
Organization: DCFS  
Phone: 312-438-0069  
Email: gabriela.reyes2@illinois.gov  
 

 

  
CO-CHAIRS 
 

 

Christopher Cox  
Term Serving: 3  
End Date: December 31, 2028  
Organization: Hoyleton 
Email: ccox@hoyleton.org 

Ronica Patel 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: December 31, 2027  
Organization: Camelot 
Email: ronica.patel@clarvida.com 

  
 

MEMBERS 
 

 

Dr. Tiffany Johnson 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: December 31, 2026 
Organization: Lakeside Community Committee 
Email: tiffany.johnson@lakeside-cc.org 
 

Stephanie Franklin 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: December 31, 2026 
Organization: UCAN 
Email: stephanie.franklin@ucanchicago.org 

  
Nancy Dorfman-Schwartz  
Term Serving: 3 
End Date: December 31, 2026 
Organization: Hephzibah 
Email: nschwartz@hephzibahhome.org 
 

Kimberly Jones 
Term Serving: 2 
End Date: December 31, 2028 
Organization: Kids Above All 
Email: kjones@kidsaboveall.org 
 

Andrea Durbin 
Term Serving: 2 
End Date: December 31, 2028 
Organization: ICOY 
Email: adurbin@icoyouth.org 

Deslynne Roberts 
Term Serving: 1  
End Date: December 31, 2028  
Organization: NYAP 
Email: jkeeler@allendale4kids.org 
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Jere Murry  
Term Serving: 2   
End Date: December 31, 2028  
Organization: Lutheran Social Services  
Email: jere.murry@lssi.org 
 

Patrick M. Phelan 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: December 31, 2026 
Organization: CYFS 
Email: pphelan@cyfsolutions.org  

Jackie Sharp   
Term Serving: 2  
End Date: December 31, 2026  
Organization: Lakeside  
Email: jackie.sharp@lakeside-cc.org 
 

Evelyn Smith  
Term Serving:  2 
End Date: December 31, 2028 
Organization: Maryville 
Email: smithe1@maryvilleacademy.org 
 

Lisa Nicklas 
Term Serving: 2 
End Date: December 31, 2027 
Organization: Youth Outreach Services 
Email: lisan@yos.org 
 

Andrea Hall 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: December 31, 2026 
Organization: MYSI 
Email: andreahall@myschicago.org 
 

LaTasha Roberson – Guifarro 
Term Serving: 2  
End Date: December 31, 2028  
Organization: Lutheran Child & Family  
Email: latasha_roberson@lcfs.org 
 

Kara Teeple 
Term Serving: 2 
End Date: December 31, 2028 
Organization: Lawrence Hall 
Email: kteeple@lawrencehall.org 
 

  
Emily Rawsky 
Term Serving: 2 
End Date: December 31, 2027 
Organization: Little City 
Email: erawsky@littlecity.org 
 

Annetta Wilson  
Term Serving: 2 
End Date: December 31, 2026 
Organization: Sankofa Safe Child Initiative  
Email: wsafechild@sbcglobal.net 
 

Clete Winkelmann 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: December 31, 2027 
Organization: The Baby Fold 
Email: cwinkelmann@thebabyfold.org 
 

Sarah Tunning 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: December 31, 2027 
Organization: One United Hope 
Email: stunning@onehopeunited.org 
 
 

Dr. Mitchell Sandy 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: December 31, 2027 
Organization: Thresholds 
Email: mitchell.sandy@thresholds.org 

Elaine Karris 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: December 31, 2027 
Organization: Cook County 
Email: elaine.karris@cookcountyil.gov 
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Emily Medere 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: December 31, 2027 
Organization: Brightpoint 
Email: emedere@brightpoint.org 
 
Ivelisee Del Valle 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: December 31, 2027 
Organization: Lydia Home 
Email: idelvalleroman@lydiahome.org 
 

Mark Becker 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: December 31, 2027 
Organization: Caritas Family Solution 
Email: mark.becker@caritasfamily.org 
 
Malia Arnett 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: December 31, 2027 
Organization: Childlink 
Email: malia.arnett@childlnk.org 
 

Advocate Appointments 
 

 

Elena Xhalexington Duncan Velez 
Term Serving:2 
End Date: December 31, 2027 
Organization: Ninas Arc Foundation   
Email: ninasarcfoundation@yahoo.com  
 

 
 
 

 

Cross Advisory Appointments  
 
Melissa Smith 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: June 30, 2026 
Organization: SWFCAC – FC Professional 
Email: melgsmit83@gmail.com 
 

Arthur Anderson 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: June 30, 2027 
Organization: SPAC 
Email: andersonarthur357@gmail.com 

MaryKay Collins 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date:  June 30, 2027 
Organization: IAAC 
Email: mkcollins@cyfsolutions.org 
 

Cassandra Williams 
Term Serving: 1 
End Date: June 30, 2027 
Organization: SPAC 
Email: ceceuknome@yahoo.com 
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