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* Ad Hoc sub-committees will be time limited with a defined purpose and focus area and may include other state agency partners 
5-6-26 

*Ad hoc 
sub-

committee 
as needed 

 
Racial equity LGBTQIA+ 

DCFS Leads: 
Dagene Brown 

& Rhonda 
Pettiford 

DCFS Leads: 
Marla Counts 

& Daniel 
Fitzgerald 

Private Lead: 
Jere Murry 

Private Lead: 
TBD 

Child Welfare Advisory Committee 

Steering Committee: Director Mueller, Chris Cox, Ronica Patel, Andrew Munemoto, Gabriela Reyes, Hope Carbonaro, 
Verletta Saxton, Jacqueline Dortch, Nancy Dorfman-Schwartz, Tierney Stutz, Tamela Wiltfang, Dr. Mitchell Sandy 

Organizational Health Committee 
(Infrastructure Focused) 

DCFS Leads: Andrew Munemoto & 
Gabriela Reyes 

Private Lead: Hope Carbonaro 

Youth & Family Well-Being Committee 

DCFS Leads: Verletta Saxon & 
Jacqueline Dortch 

Private Lead: Nancy Dorfman-Schwartz 

Continuum of Services Committee 
(Service/Setting Focused) 

DCFS Leads: Tierney Stutz & Tamela Wiltfang 
Private Lead: Dr. Mitchell Sandy 

Illinois 
Technology 

Advancement 
Stakeholder 

DCFS Leads: 
David Nika & 

Laura Van 
Horne 

Private Lead: 
LaTasha 

Roberson-
Guifarro 

Workforce 
recruitment & 
development 

DCFS Leads: 
Monico 

Whittington-
Eskridge & 
Kim Bates 

Private Lead: 
Melissa 
Webster 

Finance & 
administration 

DCFS Leads: 
Kirsten 

Newswick & 
Sarah Tucker 

Private Lead: 
Andi Durbin 

Front door 

DCFS 
Leads: 

Melissa Box 
& Maria 

Miller 

Private 
Lead: Curt 
Holderfield 

Community 
based 

placement 

DCFS Leads: 
Wendy 

Ingersoll & 
Suzanna 
Chhabra-
Isenberg 

 
Private Lead: 
Kathy Grzelak 

Youth with 
Complex 

Needs 

DCFS Leads: 
Keith Polan & 
Stelana Burns 

Private Lead: 
Schales Nagle 
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